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" Out of the hands of the clergy in their naves and choirs,
it had passed to those of the laity in their market-places and
gild-halls " *. The Mystery Play attained its highest point
of development with the institution of the great Cycles in
which Biblical incidents were portrayed in a succession of
pageants. The four great Cycles still extant are the Coven-
try, Chester, Townley and York 2. The Coventry Cycle 3
and the Chester Mysteries 4 became especially famous and
attracted visitors in large numbers, while the text of the
York Cycle 5 is preserved as it was actually played by the
craft. At Norwich the crafts were divided into twelve
groups, each of which was required to produce an annual
pageant: the Mercers, Drapers and Haberdashers presented
the Creation of the World, the Grocers and others Paradise,
the Smiths the conflict of David and Goliath, while further
sections of the Cycle were distributed among the remaining
trades6. The procession of Corpus Christi was the most
popular Cycle of all, and at Hereford the Glovers exhibited
Adam and Eve, the Carpenters ' Noye Ship ', the Tailors
' The Three Kings of Colen ', and the Bakers ' Knyghtes in
Harnes ' 7. More appropriate still were the parts assigned
to the gilds of York, where the Armourers represented Adam
and Eve driven from Paradise, the Shipwrights the Building
of Noah's Ark, and the Fishers and Mariners the Flood 8.
There was no theatre, and the pageants were exhibited in
different parts of the city on movable stages which were
1  E. K. Chambers, The Mediaeval Stage (1903), ii. 69, 147.    The apt
reference to the Aaroupyta is Mr. Chambers's.
2  A, W. Pollard, English Miracle Plays (1890), p. xxix.
3  Harris, Life in an Old English Town, 341.
4  Morris, Chester, 303 seq.
5  L. T. Smith, York Mystery Plays (1885), p. xliii.
6  Records of Norwich, ii. 230, No. cccc.
7  Hist. MSS. Comm. i$th Rep. App. iv. 288.    A play was not always
allotted to the same craft in all towns.    Thus the play Abraham and Isaac
was produced in Beverley by the Bowers and Fletchers, in Chester by the
Barbers and Wax-Chandlers, in Dublin by the Weavers, in Newcastle-upon-
Tyne by the Slaters, and in York by the Parchminers (i.e. makers or sellers
of parchment) and Bookbinders : Norfolk Antiquarian Miscellany, iii. 124.
8  R. Davies, Municipal Records of the City of York (1843), 232 seq.;
Drake, Eboracum, App. xxx.;  Smith, York Mystery Plays, 29, 40, 45.    For
the Corpus Christi pageant at Ipswich, see J. Wodderspoon, Memorials of
Ipswich (1850), 155 seq.